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European. It was not until much later that I learned that the snake in
the grass was the French priest, Father Olier.
I said that I would sign it under protest if they would sign it that
night. To this they agreed, and it became a matter of copying. The
oil had run out of the lamps, and the house was in darkness except for
one candle by which the scribes wrote. I found it hard to keep my
temper when he had said, " Let us put in a clause to the effect that
Tongan shall be taken to be the original in the event of any dispute
as to the meaning."
I pretended to think that he was joking and said, " Let us put in
another clause to the effect that no treaties shall ever be made again."
The treaty was ready for signature at 1.30 a.m., and we signed it
then and there. I gave presents to FatafehL Dr. Maclennan, dead
tired, waited up to see the treaty signed and told me that he was
proud to have it signed in his dining-room because it would please his
wife to hear it.
Next day, after packing and tipping the servants, we went to the
wharf and waved for a boat from the Porpoise, having first sent a
note to Vice-Consul Leefe asking him to come off as soon as possible.
I wrote a letter to the King in English and Tongan, warning him
that I held him to his letter of May 2 and that if he entered into rela-
tions of any sort with any foreign power we should regard it as a
breach of treaty entailing the usual consequences. To this letter no
answer was returned.
What I wanted from Captain Ravenhill was advice as to whether
there were precedents from proclaiming Protectorates without hoisting
the flag and whether, if we did not hoist it, we could fire a salute
without a flag, for I knew what effect the salute would have upon the
Tongans. There was the precedent of the native states of India and
of Zanzibar, and it was possible to hoist the flag on the ship (then,
lying in Tongan territorial waters) and salute it. Also we could dress
ship. My fear was that if we hoisted the flag on shore we should be
punishing our supporters as well as our opponents and there might be
some fiasco such as forcible opposition. Moreover the Tongans would
haul our flag down as soon as we left and not hoist it again, and they
would look upon this as a sort of victory. So I made up my mind not
to hoist the flag on shore. I wrote out the proclamations, and it was
arranged to dress ship next day. Of course this leaked out, and we